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a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 
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Christ is Superior to/better than the Angels – part 1 

Hebrews 1:4-2:4 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 

 
It is most notable how the author of Hebrews hammers home a singular idea, “Jesus Christ is 
better.”  He intentionally and systematically does more than simply dismantle, but shows how 
Jesus is the fulfillment of every Old Testament promise and completes every Old Testament 
picture.  Jesus is the object all previous revelation pointed to and spoke of.  Two of the venues 
previous revelation came through were angelic messengers and Moses himself.  Both will be 
systematically addressed by the author.  Here, he highlights angels. 1 

 
Angels are prominent in the narrative of the Old Testament text.2  We need not venture far 
before we are confronted by the presence of angels from Abraham in Genesis 18 to Daniel in 
the lions den (Dan. 6:22).  We see Peter led from prison by an angel (Acts 5:19).  We feel the 
numbness of Zachariah in the temple receiving the word of God concerning his wife Elizabeth 
and the impending birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1:11, 12).  We can capture the emotion of the 
Virgin Mary being told by the angel Gabriel of her pregnancy by means of the Holy Spirit and 
how the child within will be the Christ (Luke 1:26).  How powerful a display is granted to 
those first century shepherds when they hear the proclamation of a host of angels in Luke 2:8-
15.  Think of those notable archangels Michael, Lucifer, and Gabriel; who of us would not 
tremble and be like John in the revelation when he fell before one to worship in Revelation 
19:9, 10.   
 

9 Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And 
he said to me, "These are true words of God." 10 Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, 
"Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; 
worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." (Rev. 19:9, 10) 

 
The author of Hebrews will encourage us to entertain strangers for in so doing we could be 
entertaining angels unaware (Heb. 13:2).  Yet no one can receive the honor and worship that is 
due solely to God.  Paul understood the fascination we as mere mortals have with the spirit 
world and thus cautions us in our relationship to angels in Colossians 2:18. 
 

18 Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the 
angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, 19 and not 
holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and 
ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God. (Col. 2:18, 19) 

 
Regardless of how majestic and mighty angels are, when God came to us “in Son” everything 
else preceding Him was eclipsed by the radiance of His glory.  After His arrival in flesh, 
everything else following Him pales in comparison.  It was with this in mind the author of 
Hebrews makes his primary point, Jesus is better than the angels because He has a more 
excellent name than they.  
 
Bishop Moule once said, “A Savior not quite God is a bridge broken at the farther end.”3  The 
New Testament record clearly notes how Jesus is not only necessary, but enough.  The intent 
of our author is to establish the supremacy of Jesus Christ over all things created.  Jesus is 
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better than previous revelation.  Here He is described as better than the angels.  Why, for He 
has inherited a more excellent name than they.   

 
The first 14 verses of chapter 1 convey this message: While God spoke to men in Old Testament times, He 
has spoken fully and finally in His Son, who is vastly superior to the angels. In the first 4 verses of 
chapter 2, the author pauses to make a pointed application: We dare not neglect the message God has 
spoken in His Son. The remainder of chapter 2 (verses 5-18) explains how it is that the Son could save lost 
sinners: it was by identifying with men in His incarnation. By this, He made atonement for our sins by 
His death and then was raised from the dead to be exalted to the right hand of the Father. He did this, not 
for angels, but for men. Having identified with men, He is able to help us in our time of need. We could 
summarize the structure of chapters 1 and 2 in this way: 
 

1:1-14 The Son is higher than the angels 
2:1-4 Therefore, we had better listen to what He has said 
2:5-18 The Son became lower than the angels in order to save men4 

 
The means employed by the author to prove his point is in the citation of several Old 
Testament passages.  There is a clever beauty to what the author does in approaching the 
Old Testament text.  He takes the text and makes it Christ-centered.  Overall and in 
principle, I believe we are wrong to make personal and corporate application from most 
Old Testament historical narratives, but I find no fault in how the New Testament authors 
exegete the Old Testament text.  They understood the centrality of Christ in the Story of 
God; they saw Him in the text.  Listen to how Philip captured this idea when speaking to 
Nathanael. 

 
Philip found Nathanael and *said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the 
Prophets wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." (John 1:45) 

 

Can we not feel the energy and breathlessness of Philip’s words?  This very idea is supported 
by our Lord. 
 

39 "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify 
about Me; . . . 46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me. 47 But if you do 
not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?" (John 5:39, 46, 47) 

 
25 And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 
26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?" 27 Then beginning 
with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the 
Scriptures. (Luke 24:25-27) 
 

The author of Hebrews handles the text and celebrates the Christ of Seed Promise.  In using 
the text he selects passages that are difficult to understand in their own right, yet makes them 
leap with Christ-centered energy! 
 
I was trained as a strict exegete.  I was told that every text has only one meaning.  It is called 
the univocal nature of language.  Every text has only one meaning and it means what it meant 
to the original author and audience.  In principle, this is true.  Yet, I also saw how we had to 
twist the way the New Testament authors handled the Old Testament text; for they saw Christ 
in the text when He would not be found if we looked at it from a literal platform of 
interpretation.  Friend, every text I read I read literally, fully understanding that I am to see 
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Christ in the text. 
 

5The letter “To [the] Hebrews” is a first-century model of thorough, Old Testament exegesis from an 
entrenched Christian perspective. Rather than relying upon earlier interpretations of Scripture, the author 
provided unique explanations of Old Testament precepts, people, and passages. In doing so, the author 
displayed expertise and creativity while directing the reader toward Christ. 
 
As the gospel spread during the first century, Jewish-Christian evangelists expounded Old Testament 
scripture to prove that Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah.6 The letter to the Hebrews was written for 
this same purpose, to highlight Christ’s fulfillment of the Messianic prophecies. To accomplish this, the 
author chose four primary Old Testament passages7 and structured a sermon around them. However, the 
author added a unique aspect that filled a gap in the field of first-century exegesis: the author chose to 
display how Christ was prefigured in Old Testament ideas that had not been previously read as 
Messianic. 
 
The letter to the Hebrews contains more references to Old Testament ideas than any other New 
Testament writing.8 Furthermore, Hebrews contains the longest catena in the New Testament (Heb. 1:5-
13),9 and Hebrews has the longest Old Testament quotation (Jer. 31:31-34, quoted in Heb. 8:8-12, 10:16-
17).10 
 
The quotations present difficulty in that they appear, in great part, to be used in a sense and with an 
application different from those which they originally had. All that can be said is, that the writer takes 
these passages as messianic, and applies them accordingly.11 

 
What is equally intriguing is how the author of Hebrews often cites the Greek translation 
(Septuagint) of the Hebrew text.12  We must defend the inspiration of the original text and we 
must hold fast to an inerrant text that is infallible when properly handled, and we must also 
recognize the OT text as fundamentally Christ-centered.  To remove Him from the text leaves 
us with nothing more than a well written story.   
 
The author of Hebrews rests heavily on the Psalms.  The Psalms are primarily poems.  The 
Psalms are songs.  This alone should cause us to be cautious when handling the Psalms yet 
adding to their strong emotional presentation is an overarching theology of God’s promise 
keeping properties and His regal oversight of all things created.  Listen to how Biblical scholar 
Franz Delitzsch observes the use of the Old Testament in general and the Psalms in particular 
by the author of Hebrews. 
 

Jehovah = Jesus Christ; for Christ is ‘Jehovah manifested in the flesh,’ – Jehovah Himself entering into 
fellowship with humankind, and taking part in our historical developments, - Jehovah rising as the Sun 
of righteousness, and shining on His own people.  This principle is irrefragably true; it constitutes the 
innermost bond between the two Testaments.  All writers of the New Testament are fully conscious of it.  
On the same principle, all psalms in which the realization of the world-subduing kingdom of Jehovah is 
celebrated are strictly Messianic, and are regarded as such by our author.  The final glory of the 
theocracy is in God’s plan of redemption [none] other than a Christocracy; the kingdom of Jehovah 

and the kingdom of Christ are one.13 

 
Did you catch his last line, “The final glory of the theocracy is in God’s plan of redemption no 
other than a Christocracy.”  Friends, this Story is about Jesus and it is this Jesus who has a 
more excellent name than angels and here is why.  Christ is better than the angels as 
demonstrated from the Old Testament (1:4-14).14  
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First, unlike angels, He is the Son of God (vv. 4-6a).  He is better because of His 
Sonship/Person (1:4-14).  “The word ‘better’ here does not refer to moral character, but to 
exaltation of rank.”15  Notice the emphasis on His name.  Think of the Philippians 2 passage. 
 

5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form 
of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of 
a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason 
also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at 
the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Phil. 
2:5-10) 
 

There is nothing magical about the word or letters or name Jesus.  Yet when we couple that 
name with the person and work behind it, we have the hinge on which all of history swings.  
And it isn’t simply the name Jesus, but that of “Son.”16 

 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  This familial structure alludes to the Trinity in its economy.  
The Father begets/generates the Son and the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and Son.  
As the Son of God, He sits on a throne and rules over all He created.  Angels are His servants 
and ministers to carry out His will.  There is an impassible distinction between Jesus Christ 
and angels.  This links directly into the idea of the Lord Jesus Christ as eternally generated as 
the Son.  Consider the following thought.  Although it is heavier in tone, the explanation 
provided is accurate and necessary. 

 
The eternal generation of the Son is defined as "an eternal personal act of the Father, wherein, by 
necessity of nature, not by choice of will, He generates the person (not the essence) of the Son, by 
communicating to Him the whole indivisible substance of the Godhead, without division, alienation, or 
change, so that the Son is the express image of His Father's person, and eternally continues, not from the 
Father, but in the Father, and the Father in the Son." 
 
Brief explanation 

The name "Creator" or "Savior" refer to acts of God's will, but in contrast his name as Father to the Son is a 
revelation of the identity of God Himself. The Father brings forth the Son by the act of being God, not by 
an act of will, so that the Son fully shares in the Father's deity and glory as God. There has never been, 
nor is it possible for there to be, any God and Father without the Son. 
 
God is an absolutely simple being. There are not three gods. There are not three Lords. There are not 
three parts of God. Rather, there are three who are Lord, three who are God, three who are One. The 
Father is not changed by being Father to the Son; Father, Son and Holy Spirit are one God eternally. The 
Son is not divided from the Father by being the Son; the Son is as near to the Father as the Father is to 
himself. There is distinction among the divine Persons, but there is no separation. 
 
By simply being God, the Son expresses the Father's person and being. Whoever sees the Son, sees the 
Father; that is, the Father is revealed to whomever the Father chooses to reveal the Son. Only God can 
reveal God. "No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him 
known" (John 1:18; ESV). "That they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they 
also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me" (John 17:21). 
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"Eternally begotten" compared to "born of" 
This doctrine suggests that Jesus, the Son of God, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin, and 
declared to be the Son of God when raised up by the Spirit of God, manifests in human and therefore 
derivative terms an eternal and unchanging mystery concerning the relationship between the Father and 
the Son.17 

 

Listen to how the early church captured this idea.  Notice the celebrated language employed. 
 

Nicene Creed 

"I believe...in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all 
worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father, by whom all things were made."18 
 
Augustine provided a helpful analogy: it’s not like “water flowing out from a hole in the ground or in the 
rock, but like light flowing from light” (De trin. IV.27, 172).19 

 
This is why earlier in verse 3 Jesus is described as “the radiance of His glory.”  It is the eternal 
Fatherhood of God that presupposes the eternal Sonship of the Son. 
 
Second, unlike angels, He is worshipped by them and they serve Him (vv. 6b-9). Here we read 
of worship and thrones, scepters and kingdoms. 
 

To worship any creature is idolatry, and God resents idolatry more than any other evil.  Jesus Christ can 
be no creature; else the angels who worship him must be guilty of idolatry, and God the author of that 
idolatry, who commanded those angels to worship Christ.20 

 
This idea is captured by John in Revelation 19:9, 10. 
 

He gives to them an inferior name, and assigns to them a more humble office. They are mere ministers, 
and have not ascribed to them the name of Son. The object of the apostle in this passage is to show that 
the angels serve God in a ministerial capacity--as the winds do; while the Son is Lord of all. The one 
serves him passively, as being wholly under his control; the other acts as a Sovereign, as Lord over all, 
and is addressed and regarded as the equal with God.21 

 
Jesus is God and as such He creates and has by right of position and activity the power to rule 
and reign.  I found the distinction between the thought of reigning and that of ruling helpful 
and explained rather well by the following example. 

 
1. Reigning Monarch reigns but doesn't rule.  
The Monarch is limited in his/her actions by Law and Traditions.  
 
For example, Queen Elizabeth II reigns over the UK and the countries of the Realm - she is their Head of 
State. However, the actual ruling (governing) is done by other people, usually elected, who exercise the 
real power within the country.  
 
2. Ruling Monarch both reigns and rules. 
The Monarch may or may not be limited in his/her actions by Law.  
 
For example, Prince Hans-Adam II Liechtenstein not only reigns as Sovereign of the Liechtenstein, but 
also rules - he exercises actual political power in day-to-day political, social, economic and other 
decisions. Nevertheless, his powers are still limited by the Constitution of Liechtenstein, which makes 
him a Constitutional Monarch.  
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King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia is also not only a reigning, but also a ruling Sovereign; however, since his 
powers are not limited in any way by a constitution or laws, he is an Absolute (not Constitutional) 
Monarch.22 

 
Yet all of our earthly examples are mere shadows of God’s right to rule and reign.  His rule is 
absolute.  There is nothing outside of God calling Him out or holding Him accountable.  God 
only has self-imposed limits in the exercising of His authority over that which He creates and 
owns. 
 
Third, unlike angels, He creates (vv. 10-12).  The theology unloaded by the author of Hebrews 
is truly staggering.  I am amazed at how anemic we are in our interest and approach to the 
mystery and majesty that is God.   
 

These words can be said of no being but God; all others are changeable or perishable, because temporal; 
only that which is eternal can continue essentially, and, speaking after the manner of men, formally the 
same. There is in the Divine duration no circle to be run, no space to be measured, no time to be 
reckoned. All is eternity-infinite and onward.23 
 
He was not only above all things in condition, but before all things in existence; and therefore must be 
God, and self-existent.24 

 
Listen to how Biblical scholar Franz Delitzsch articulates the mystery and majesty that is God 
in Trinity. 
 

If Christ, according to His own testimony concerning Himself, was before the world with God, then must 
everything said in Scripture of the eternity and supremacy of God be applicable also to Him.  Jehovah 
indeed is not Christ, nor Christ Jehovah, directly as such; but the manifestation of Christ in the world has 
taught us to distinguish in the Divine Being (who in the Old Testament is without distinction called 

Jehovah) that which is God (‘ο θεοs), and that which is God (θεοs) with God ( προs τον θεον).  All, 

therefore, which is said in the Old Testament of Jehovah is true not only of Him who is the θεοs, but also 

of Him who is θεοs προs τον θεον.25 

 
If one does not embrace the unadulterated and undiminished deity of Jesus Christ, then the 
blows landed by the author of Hebrews are jaw breaking, head busting, and mind boggling.  
Yet for those of us who see Jesus for who He is, the self-existing, life emanating, eternal God, 
then such language is euphoric.   
 
Finally, unlike angels, He rules and they minister in His behalf (vv. 13, 14).  Perhaps it is 
impossible for us to grasp the idea that our God would have enemies, yet the text speaks to 
such an idea and we know from the Story’s inception there is an antagonist in the serpent’s 
seed.  Our Bible tells us there is coming a day when all the enemies of God shall be placed at 
His feet and they will function for Him like an ottoman/footstool.   

 

We have already seen, from the opinions and concessions of the Jews, that, if Jesus Christ could be 
proved to be greater than the angels, it would necessarily follow that he was God: and this the apostle 
does most amply prove by these various quotations from their own Scriptures; for he shows that while he 
is the supreme and absolute Sovereign, they are no more than his messengers and servants, and servants 
even to his servants, i.e. to mankind.26 
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Christ's is the highest dignity. He is co-ruler with God. The angels are servants appointed for service to 
God for the sake of (δια ̀) the heirs of redemption.27 

 
Notice how the people of God are described as, “Those who will inherit salvation” (v. 14).  
God has called us to inherit salvation.  He has placed us in His will.   
 
What is the conclusion we must draw by the finality of Jesus Christ over angels, “First 
Warning - Don’t Drift (2:1-4).”  All who hear and see the Son of God must obey what He has 
said and done.  His words and acts are binding and to transgress or disregard Him is to 
remain in a state of damnation/condemnation.  Apart from Him, there is no hope. 
 

Because God has spoken to us by his Son; and because that Son is so great and glorious a personage; and 
because the subject which is addressed to us is of such infinite importance to our welfare. We should hear 
the doctrine of Christ with care, candor, and deep concern.28 
 
The author of Hebrews filled a gap between recognizable messianic texts and other, ambiguous portions 
of the Old Testament. The author’s purpose was to direct the audience toward Christ. Additionally, by 
providing a modified Christian interpretation of the Old Testament, the author demonstrated how the 
audience should understand their familiar Old Testament texts in new, extraordinary ways. Furthermore, 
the author exhorted the audience to focus, as the Old Testament had focused, solely on Christ. For the 
author of Hebrews, there was no other sacrifice, no other system, and no other person superior to Christ. 
Based upon this knowledge, the Old Testament requires an adjusted interpretation, from a Christian 
viewpoint, as provided in the letter to the Hebrews.29 

 
Initially, the author establishes our Lord’s ascendancy over angels.  Now he shows how our 
Lord became lower than angels in order to redeem His people from sin’s debt and to adopt the 
same into His family.  Christ is better than the angels as demonstrated by His humanity (2:5-
18). 
 
Friends, do not be sidetracked by anything other than Jesus Christ.  Do not allow the good to 
become the enemy of the best. Fully understand how all the enemies of God shall one day be 
placed at His feet. 
 
                                                 

1 “The detailed development of the argument is now introduced. The point is to show the superiority of 
the agent of the new dispensation to the agents of the old - the angels and Moses. Christ's superiority to the 
angels is first discussed. The informal and abrupt introduction of this topic goes to show that the writer was 
addressing Jewish Christians, who were familiar with the prominent part ascribed to angels in the O.T. economy, 

especially in the giving of the law.” Vincent's Word Studies on Hebrews 1:4. 
2 “Angels are featured throughout the OT. We generally think of angels of being messenger for God; they 

did serve that purpose (Genesis 19; 22). Daniel speaks of Michael (Daniel 12:1-2). Angels were a featured part of 
many Near Eastern religions. The Dead Sea Scrolls suggest that the ancients speculated about the role of angels in 
service to God. In NT times, the worship of angels has apparently become a problem, probably as a part of 
Gnosticism (Colossians 2:18). Angels had (have) something to do with Paul's teaching in 1 Corinthians 11. Today, 
the New Age Movement has again popularized angels; they are the focus of many books and some movies. What 
place do angels occupy in Hebrews?” http://www.bible.ca/ef/expository-hebrews-1-4-14.htm  

3 http://www.fcfonline.org/content/1/sermons/113003m.pdf  
4 http://bible.org/seriespage/higher-angels-hebrews-14-14  
5 http://theology-today.blogspot.com/2011/05/authors-use-of-old-testament-in-hebrews.html The 

following quote is taken in its entirety from this blogspot. 
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6 Jesus, Himself, expounded the scriptures for His disciples (c.f. Luke 24:27), and Paul engaged in the 
same practice while under house arrest in Rome (c.f. Acts 28:23). 

7 The four primary Old Testament passages are: Jer. 31:31-34 as expounded in Heb. 8; Ps. 110 (LXX, 109) as 
discussed in Heb. 7; Ps. 95 (LXX, 94) as treated in Heb. 3-4; and Ps. 8 as handled in Heb. 2. These same four 
passages are contained within George B. Caird’s 1959 model, “The Exegetical Method of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews,” Canadian Journal of Theology, 5 (1959):44-51. However, Caird’s thesis is limited to showing how 
Hebrews was structured to display the Old Testament’s self-witness to its own insufficiency. In this paper, 
Caird’s model is built upon to show that the author of Hebrews also intended to bring Christ out of ambiguous 
portions of these four Old Testament passages. 

8 George Guthrie, “Hebrews’ Use of the Old Testament: Recent Trends in Research,” Currents in Biblical 
Research 1 (April 2003): 271-272. 

9 Steve Moyise, The Old Testament in the New (2001; repr., New York, NY: T&T Clark, 2004), 107. 
10 Steve Moyise, The Old Testament in the New (2001; repr., New York, NY: T&T Clark, 2004), 103. 
11 Vincent's Word Studies on Hebrews 1:5. 
12 See Appendix 1 
13 Franz Delitzsch, Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews, Translated from the German by Thomas L. 

Kingsbury in 2 volumes (Minneapolis: Klock and Klock, 1978 reprint originally published by T. and T. Clark, 
1871), 1:72. 

14 “The writer proceeds to establish the superiority of the Son to the angels by O.T. testimony. It is a mode 
of argument which does not appeal strongly to us. Dr. Bruce suggests that there are evidences that the writer 
himself developed it perfunctorily and without much interest in it. The seven following quotations are intended 
to show the surpassing excellence of Christ's name as set forth in Scripture.” Vincent's Word Studies on Hebrews 
1:5. 

15 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Hebrews 1:4.  “The idea of difference is that which radically 
distinguishes it from κρει ́ττων better. Here it presents the comparative of a comparative conception. The Son's 
name differs from that of the angels, and is more different for good.” Vincent's Word Studies on Hebrews 1:4. 

16 “These words are quoted from Ps 2:7, a psalm that seems to refer only to the Messiah; and they are 
quoted by St. Paul, Ac 13:33, as referring to the resurrection of Christ.” Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Hebrews 1:5.  
“It was said of Christ, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee (Ps 2:7), which may refer to his eternal 
generation, or to his resurrection, or to his solemn inauguration into his glorious kingdom at his ascension and 
session at the right hand of the Father.” Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible on Hebrews 1:4.  “This 
passage is quoted from Ps 2:1-12.--a Psalm that is usually believed to pertain particularly to the Messiah, and one 
of the few Psalms that have undisputed reference to him.” Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Hebrews 1:5.  “Christ 
is called the "first-begotten," with reference to his resurrection from the dead, in Re 1:5; Col 1:18. It is probable 
here, however, that the word is used, like the word first-born, or first-begotten, among the Hebrews, by way of 
eminence. As the first-born was the principal heir, and had peculiar privileges, so the Lord Jesus Christ sustains a 
similar rank in the universe of which God is the Head and Father.” Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Hebrews 1:6.  
“The use of Father-Son language serves the additional purpose of emphasizing the underlying unity of being that 
binds them together and makes it possible for us to say that the Son is the Father’s natural heir, whereas we are 
heirs only by the grace of adoption. “Like father, like son” is a well-known popular expression that conveys the 
essence of this and reminds us that, just as a human child shares the nature of his parents, so the Son of God must 
share the nature of his Father if he is to be a genuine Son. The shared being and nature are inherent in the 
terminology used to describe them. It is true that angels, and perhaps other heavenly beings, are occasionally 
called “sons of God” in the Old Testament, but this refers to their spiritual nature, which is like that of God 
himself, and is not connected to any inheritance that might be reserved for them [Gen. 6:2-4; Job 1:6; 2:1]. In that 
sense, the Son is the only begotten, as the prologue to John’s Gospel specifies and as the creeds of the early church 
repeat [John 1:14].” http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor/2012/03/21/is-the-eternal-generation-of-the-son-

really-a-biblical-idea/ 
17 http://www.theopedia.com/Eternal_generation_of_the_Son 
18 http://www.theopedia.com/Eternal_generation_of_the_Son  
19 http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor/2012/03/21/is-the-eternal-generation-of-the-son-really-a-

biblical-idea/ 
20 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Hebrews 1:6. 
21 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Hebrews 1:7. 
22 http://uk.answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20110929094523AAPPomj  
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Appendix 1 

 
Hebrews 1 NASB95 Septuagint (LXX) 

5a For to which of the angels did He ever say, 
"YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE 
BEGOTTEN YOU"? 

Psalm 2:7 ¶ "I will surely tell of the decree of 
the LORD: He said to Me, 'You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten You. 

5b And again, "I WILL BE A FATHER TO 
HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON TO ME"? 

1 Chron. 28:6 "He said to me, 'Your son 
Solomon is the one who shall build My 
house and My courts; for I have chosen him 
to be a son to Me, and I will be a father to 
him. 

Psalms 2:7 declaring the ordinance of the 
Lord: the Lord said to me, Thou art my Son, 
to-day have I begotten thee. 
 
2 Samuel 7:14 I will be to him a father, and 
he shall be to me a son. And when he 
happens to transgress, then will I chasten 
him with the rod of men, and with the 
stripes of the sons of men. 

6 And when He again brings the firstborn 
into the world, He says, "AND LET ALL THE 
ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM." 

Psalm 97:7 Let all those be ashamed who 
serve graven images, Who boast themselves 
of idols; Worship Him, all you gods. 

 

7 And of the angels He says, "WHO MAKES 
HIS ANGELS WINDS, AND HIS MINISTERS 
A FLAME OF FIRE." 

Psalm 104:4 He makes the winds His 
messengers, Flaming fire His ministers. 

 

8 But of the Son He says, "YOUR THRONE, 
O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER, AND 
THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE 
SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM. 

Psalm 45:6 ¶ Your throne, O God, is forever 
and ever; A scepter of uprightness is the 
scepter of Your kingdom.  

9 "YOU HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS 
AND HATED LAWLESSNESS; THEREFORE 
GOD, YOUR GOD, HAS ANOINTED YOU 
WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE 
YOUR COMPANIONS." 

Psalm 45:7 You have loved righteousness 
and hated wickedness; Therefore God, Your 
God, has anointed You With the oil of joy 
above Your fellows. 

Psalms 44:6, 7 Thy throne, O God, is for ever 
and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a 
sceptre of righteousness. Thou hast loved 
righteousness, and hated iniquity: therefore 
God, thy God, has anointed thee with the oil 
of gladness beyond thy fellows. 

10 And, "YOU, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING 
LAID THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH, 
AND THE HEAVENS ARE THE WORKS OF 
YOUR HANDS; 

Psalm 102:25 "Of old You founded the earth, 
And the heavens are the work of Your 
hands. 

11 THEY WILL PERISH, BUT YOU 
REMAIN; AND THEY ALL WILL BECOME 
OLD LIKE A GARMENT, 

Isaiah 34:4 And all the host of heaven will 
wear away, And the sky will be rolled up 
like a scroll; All their hosts will also wither 
away As a leaf withers from the vine, Or as 
one withers from the fig tree. 

12 AND LIKE A MANTLE YOU WILL ROLL 
THEM UP; LIKE A GARMENT THEY WILL 
ALSO BE CHANGED. BUT YOU ARE THE 
SAME, AND YOUR YEARS WILL NOT 
COME TO AN END." 

 

Psalms 101:25-28 In the beginning thou, O 
Lord, didst lay the foundation of the earth; 
and the heavens are the works of thine 
hands. They shall perish, but thou remainest: 
and they all shall wax old as a garment; and 
as a vesture shalt thou fold them, and they 
shall be changed. But thou art the same, and 
thy years shall not fail. 

13 But to which of the angels has He ever 
said, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I 
MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL 
FOR YOUR FEET"? 

Psalm 110:1 The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit 
at My right hand Until I make Your enemies 
a footstool for Your feet." 

 

 
 


